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President’s Message

I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving!  A couple of 
things I am thankful for are belonging to such a great 
garden club and finally getting some rain!  Hopefully, this 
rain will help put out the wildfires in North Georgia and 
surrounding states.


We will meet at Vickey Cooper’s house on December 5 
for our annual holiday meeting.  It’s always a fun 
meeting, so I hope everyone can attend.  Let’s hope 
Vickey makes mimosas again this year (hint, hint)!


There are several things you need to bring with you to 
the meeting.  First, your gift for the needy family.  It 
should not be wrapped this year.  If you haven’t bought a 
gift yet and want to contribute, Phyllis can update you 
on what has already been purchased and what is 
needed.  If you don’t want to shop, but do want to 
donate to this project, I’ll be glad to collect money and 
do some last minute shopping.  I consider myself to be 
one of the queens of internet shopping!


Our program this month is to share ideas for great 
gardening gifts.  If you have an unusual hand tool that 
you find invaluable for either gardening or flower 
arranging, please bring it with you.  Or if you have some 
innovative techniques that you use, please be prepared 
to share them with the rest of the members.


Barbara Adam has offered to collect toiletry items for 
Atlanta Regional Hospital.  Please bring shampoo, 
deodorant, etc. to the December meeting so they can be 
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Upcoming Garden 
Club Events  

Shenandoah Rose Garden 
Club Meeting 

Monday, December 5, 10 am 

2879 Dunnington Circle, Atlanta 

“Innovative Hand Tools – 
Gardening or Flower Arranging” 

Please bring: 

An ornament or small holiday 
decoration to exchange; 

Your gift for the needy family; 

A hand-tool that you find useful 
for gardening or flower 

arranging 

and 

Toiletry items for Atlanta 
Regional Hospital 

There is no DeKalb Federation 
of Garden Clubs meeting in 

December 

ROSE PETALS 
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distributed to patients by Christmas.  This will support 
the Federation and GCG Fig Leaf Projects.  Joanne 
Bennett is always ready to accept items such as 
underwear, socks and toiletries for this project at the 
Federation meetings.  As she often reminds us, “you can 
drop your drawers here”!


And finally, we will be doing our annual ornament or 
small holiday exchange.  These do not need to be 
wrapped.  Hope to see you on the 5th!		 	                       
	 	 	 	 	 	 — Sandy


November Meeting


Our November meeting was held at Deanna McFarlan’s 
house.  She presented a program on “Ban the Bag”.  
Barbara Adam summed up this meeting perfectly in an 
email to Dee:  “Your beautifully appointed table was a 
welcome return to the days of gracious living, and your 
program was one of the most thought-provoking we've 
had.  Every time I look at a plastic bag, I'm reminded 
that it will "live on" for centuries after I’m dead and 
forgotten.  If I have a message for posterity, I can just 
put it in a plastic bag, and send it to the landfill.”
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District, State and 
National News  

Environmental Studies School 

Course III: Air and Related Issues 
Jan. 20—21, 2017 

Course IV: Water & Related 
Issues March 10-11, 2017 

Both courses sponsored by NGC, 
GCG and the Augusta Council 

Garden Club of Georgia State 
Convention 

“It’s All About the B’s” 

April 18 — 20, 2017;          
Callaway Gardens 

National Garden Clubs 
Convention 

May 16 — 21, 2017;         
Richmond, VA 

Suzanne Wheeler Flower Show 
School  

Course IV 

March 27 — 30, 2017;        
Bellmere Garden House, Johns 
Creek 
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Election of New Officers


It’s almost time to elect new officers for our club.  As per 
our bylaws, the President will appoint a nominating 
committee during the December meeting.  They will 
present the slate of officers at the January meeting, at 
which time we will vote.  So now’s a good time to start 
thinking of possible new officers — and to consider 
volunteering to fill a position.


Bring Us Your Batteries


Don’t know what to do with used batteries?  Bring them 
to garden club meetings!  Barbara Adam has 
volunteered to collect old batteries from members.  She 
will take them to the DeKalb County Hazardous Waste 
Disposal event, which is held twice yearly.  


And speaking of recycling efforts, 
National Garden Clubs supports 
these efforts.  Check out the NGC 
“Going Beyond Curbside Pickup: 
Renew, Reuse, Reduce, Reclaim” 
webpage.  http://gardenclub.org/
projects/recycling.aspx.  Lots of great 
environmentally friendly ideas!


Christmas at Callanwolde


The annual Christmas at Callanwolde Designer Show 
House will be open from November 28 to December 13 
this year.  Twelve designers have worked to transform 
the mansion into an exciting holiday touring and 
shopping experience.   If you are interested in working 
as a hostess for the event, contact Kate Holland 
(kholland@callanwolde.org). 
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Atlanta Area    
Gardening & Holiday 

Events  

Atlanta Botanical Garden 

Garden Lights, Holiday Nights 

through January 7 

5 pm — 10 pm nightly 

Callanwolde Arts Center 

Designer Show House 

through December 13 

Callanwolde Light Show 

through December 29 

Callaway Gardens 

Fantasy in Lights 

through Jan. 7 

Named by National Geographic 
Traveler as one of the “World’s 
Top 10 Places to See Holiday 
Lights”. 

http://gardenclub.org/projects/recycling.aspx
mailto:kholland@callanwolde.org
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New this year is the Callanwolde Light Show.  The 
grounds have been decorated for the holidays, including 
a 23-foot RGB LED tree featuring 37 billion color 
combinations all choreographed to your favorite holiday 
classics. Adding to the magic of the night will be a 
singing forest and a kids-only area where it snows.  The 
Light Show runs from November 21 to December 29.  
Information on tickets can be found at: Callanwolde 
Light Show.


New Nandinas Add Color, Less 
Invasive


Nandina domestica (heavenly bamboo) is a staple of 
southern gardens.  Its evergreen foliage turns a bright 
red color in the fall, adding much needed color to the 
winter garden.  Red berries ripen by Christmas and are 
often used in holiday arrangements.  However, as 
attractive as nandina is, it has one major problem — 
invasiveness.  It produces large numbers of seeds which 
are distributed by birds.  Because of this, Nandina 
domestica is considered an invasive plant in the 
Southeast U.S. and is not recommended as a landscape 
plant.  


Several new nandina cultivars are available that greatly 
reduce the invasiveness of this plant.  These cultivars, 
all of which are much more 
compact the straight 
species, do not flower 
and therefore do not set 
seed.  Their foliage turns 
red in fall and winter, but 
you don’t have to worry 
about the plant 
spreading to unwanted 
areas.  While not having 
berries for decorations is 
a drawback, it’s a small 
price to pay for a plant 
that won’t exceed its 
boundaries and take 
over your yard!
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Seedless Nandina 
Cultivars  

‘Fire Power’ — 2 to 2.5 feet in 
height; foliage lime green in 
summer, bright red in fall and 
winter. 

‘Gulfstream’ — 3 to 3.5 feet in 
height; new foliage is bronze; 
summer foliage is blue-green; 
fall and winter foliage is orange 
and red.  Shown in photo below. 

‘Nana’ or ‘Nana Altropurpurea’ — 
2 to 3 feet in height; bright 
green foliage in summer that 
turns crimson red in winter. 

‘Obsession’ — 2 to 2½ feet tall 
and wide; bright red young 
foliage, deep green mature 
foliage, brilliant red foliage in fall 
and winter. 

‘Sienna Sunrise’ — grows to 4 
feet tall and 2 feet wide; fiery red 
spring foliage that changes to 
green in summer; fall foliage has 
red highlights. 

‘Lemon Lime’ — 3 to 4 feet tall 
and wide; new foliage emerges 
yellow-green and turns to a 
richer lime green.  

‘Blush Pink’ — 1.5 to 2.5 feet tall 
and wide; pink-tinged summer 
foliage; turns bright pink and 
red in winter. 

‘Flirt’ — 1.5 to 2.5 feet tall and 
wide; foliage deep red in spring 
and summer, green in winter 

http://callanwolde.org/event/christmas-at-callanwolde-light-show-presented-by-illuminating-designs/

